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Apr i l  16,  19gz

Stephen G. Rathbun,  Chief
Inspection and Enforcement Branch
Off ice of Surface Mining
Sui te 310,  Si lver  Square
625 Silver Avenue, S.W.
Af buquerque, New Mexico 871O2

Dear Mr.  Rathbun:

Re: Response to Uncitqd Violat ions. Co-Op Mining Company. Bear Canvon Minq.
ACT/O15/O25. Folder #5. Emerv Countv. U-rah

The violat ions referenced in the enclosure, numbers 1-7, identi fying design
cri teria, necessary controls, and site condit ions that OSM believed to be in
existence at the time of the last state complete inspection, were also missed by
OSM dur ing the previous federal  overs ight  inspect ion of  Apr i l  19,  1991.  By the
agreement of November 6, 1991, between Dr. Nielson and W. Hord Tipton, these
alleged sevein violations are not to be counted as LSCI violations. Please remove
them from the Bear Canyon oversight inspection report of March 1 2, 1992.

Sincerely,

J*r A,,4
Lowell P. Braxton a

Associate Director, Mining

jbe
enclosure
o15025 .RBC
ce/enc:  Dianne Nie lson

an equal opportunity employer



United States Department of the Interior
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RECL,A,MATION AND ENFORCEMENT
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625 SILVER AVENUE, S.W.

t'tAR 3 0 i?92
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Permif; ACf-015-O25
Mine Nane: Bear Canyol

F{r. Louel I F, Braxton
Associate Director, Mining
Division of OiI,  Gas and Mining
3 Tbiacl Center, Suite 350
355 West North Tenple
Salt lake City, t l f  84180-1203

Dear trt. Braxton:

Ttre enclosed Office of Sr.rface Mining Reclarnation and Errforcenent (OSM)
inspection re6rcrt identif ies violations that are considered to have
existed at the tine of the last State conplete inspection (LSCI) kltrt had
not been cited.

Date of Federal Inspection: 3/LZ(92 ; Date of LSCI l t2/L7l9t -

Ttre determination thaf the State did not cite ttre violations is based on
one or npre of the following reasons:

The corrdition was identif ied in a State inspection report hlrt no
State enforcenent action was taken.

***X Design criteria or required certification has not been net for a
stmctr.re in existence as of the last State conplete inspection
(sedinent  pond,  excess spoi l  f i t l ,  e tc .  ) ,  { ***See page 2, )

**. X Necessary controls that were reqrired at the tine of the last
State conplete inspection have not been established (diversion
ditches, sedinent ponds, top soil protection, signs and rnarkers,
e t c .  ) .  (  * * S e e  p a g e  2 . )

* X Sife conditions indicate that the violatisrs noted had been in
existence at the tine of, or prior to, the Last State conplete
inspect ion.  (  *See page 2, )

Other (give explanation) .
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In Reply Refer To:



I\.tr. Lowell P. Braxton 2

Although the violations \^Ere cited by the State, or here abated during
joint inspection. OSM believes that the violations here evident d.ring
the last State conplete inspection.

Indicate below the Division's reason(s) for not citing the alleged
vio lat ions.

Not a violat ion

Precluded by State policy

_ Not included under State prograrn

Warning given in Lieu of a Citation

Violation not recognized (missed)

.. Fracf ice al lor^ed under atr4>roved permit

- Too minor to cite

Working with operator to correct 
1

X Other: see encl,osed letter

sisrratr.rr 
" M4 f'/4 Date

to the Alhuquerqlue FieldPlease return your signed and dated response
Office at your earl iest convenience.

S incerely,

Stepeen G. Rathbun, Ckrief
Inspection and Hrforcenent Branch

h.closure

*1 . Fai h-rre to
***2.  Fai lure to

*3.  Fai lure to
vr *4 . Fai lufe to

** , t5 .  Fai lure to
x6. Operafions
*,7, Cert i fying

rnaintain a npnitoring raell
provide adeqr.rate designs
rnaintain diversions
post perineter rnarkers as required
have certified nnps
off Lhe g:ermit
an inaccr.trat,e rnap


